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PATH-WAY enjoys an
afternoon at

KINGS in DEDHAM

PATH-WAY is spreading its wings. In June we enjoyed a great
afternoon at KINGS in DEDHAM where we snacked, socialized, and tested
our skills at the many arcade games. Even Izzy tested her talents on the
bowling alley. In July we celebrated our new office space at WEWORK in
Boston with a wonderful get together. GEOFF KRILL, executive director
of Eastern Adaptive Sports, shared his story about returning to the slopes
after a snowmobile accident left him paralyzed. Zoe Norcrosse, a
representative from Spaulding Adaptive Sports Programs, shared

information about their programs.
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Thoughts from our Executive Director

Hi Everyone,

PATH-WAY is going strong. We are gaining momentum with increasing participation at our events as well as
increased collaboration with other organizations that share a similar mission of inclusion. We have
successfully held or participated in at least one event each month, and we have many more exciting events

coming up.

In July, a few of us from PATH-WAY volunteered at the ADA 25t Anniversary Parade in Boston. The ADA is the
Americans with Disabilities Act. President George H.W. Bush signed it into law on July 26th 1990. The law was
created to prohibit discrimination and ensure equal opportunity for persons with disabilities in employment,

State and local government services, public accommodations, commercial facilities, and transportation.

[t is hard to believe that such an important law is only 25 years old, and that individuals with disabilities had to
fight so hard to get the law passed. The important changes would not have happened without these courageous
advocates. Their perseverance resulted in some crucial improvements in many lives to include mandated

amenities such as ramps and curb cuts.

[ arrived at the Boston Common with great anticipation for the festivities to begin, and I envisioned a large
crowd marching along Boylston St. for the parade. Not to belittle the event, which was indeed celebratory, my
expectations were not entirely met. The parade did not run on Boylston Street as | expected, but the parade ran
along a path in the Boston Common. The path was not smooth and the city had just finished filling in some of
the cracks and holes with tar the day before to prepare for this event. Along with other volunteers, our job was
to warn the marchers about the multiple bumps and holes. I parked my wheelchair over a particularly rough
area to prevent marchers from tripping. Some individuals could not complete the parade route because the

terrain was too rough for their chairs.

[ was thrilled to be a part of this event, and I applaud the hard work involved. It was great to see so many
individuals joining together to celebrate such an important piece of legislature. However, the events of the day
left me a bit unsettled. Irealize that the ADA has helped to improve the lives of individuals with disabilities, but
the journey is far from over. The promise for equal opportunities for the disabled has not been fully realized,
and [ hope I can be a part of working to improve this. I hope at the 50th Anniversary of the ADA we will march

on Boylston St. not beside it.

Best,

Steph
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PATH-WAY hosted the Boston Premier Screening of the powerful
documentary CinemAbility at the REGAL FENWAY 13 movie
theater on August 26, 2015. . Director Jenni Gold created a film
that both entertained and educated. It raised important social
issues about the impact of film on the public's image of individuals
with disabilities. It questioned media's responsibility to provide
accurate portrayals of individuals with disabilities realizing the
influence it has on public opinion. Jennireceived many deserving
awards for this film, and PATH-WAY was thrilled to have the
opportunity to bring it to Boston.
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UPCOMING EVENTS:

SEPTEMBER 18-20: Visit us at the Abilities Expo-BCEC-
Hall C-Booth 103

AbllIEJI%(S)

OCTOBER 17: Join us at GAMES ON, Landsdowne St,
Boston. We will be watching FOOTBALL, socializing, and
just hanging out. We plan on V1ew1ng the BC vs. Clemson
game, and we will finalize
the time of our event once
ESPN announces the
game time.

The event for the
disability community

Time: TBD
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